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these formats were launched and were

designed to improve transient and phase

response with a wide range of signal

sources, with audible benefits extending

all the way down to the bass. 

Other features of the system include

clean, non-gimmicky (‘timeless’, says

Tannoy) styling. Foam plugs are supplied

for the ports to tune the bass, though in

practice it’s unlikely that many systems

will benefit. All five speakers are

equipped with biwire terminal blocks

that uniquely include an additional fifth

terminal to earth the internal crossover

coils and RF-prone internal wiring which

can act as an aerial. 

Tannoy has opted for a very blocky

centre speaker design which will look

much more at home below the TV or 

on a shelf above than it will sitting

directly above the set. The advantage 

is a drive-unit configuration that directly

mirrors the other speakers. This is 

a much better idea than the usual

horizontal row of twin bass units and 

a tweeter, which has all sorts of intrinsic

off-axis acoustic problems. 

Dual Concentric technology is also

proprietary to Tannoy, but has been

restricted so far to top-of-the-range

models. This is the first outing for Dual

Concentric at what might be described 

as mainstream prices and, along with

the standard Sensys models, it is also 

the first time Tannoy’s SuperTweeters

TANNOY SENSYS DUAL CONCENTRIC LOUDSPEAKER SYSTEM � £1,300 (APPROX) � 01236 420199 
� www.tannoy.com

HCC Practical Tip

The killer feature of the Sensys DC
range is the Dual Concentric main

drive unit. Dual Concentric is one of a
tiny handful of technologies that

produces all main audio frequencies
from a single region in space.

Although it looks at first sight like a
conventional single bass drive unit,

the Sensys DC driver includes a
tweeter which is positioned behind

the bass cone, whose output is
channelled to the outside world by a
carefully shaped waveguide. The DC
driver is capable of very consistent

directional behaviour without the
unavoidable off-axis integration

problems associated with
conventional speakers. The result is
sound quality that barely alters even
when listening from deeply off-axis.

Stereo imagery benefits too.

T his may be unprecedented.

Tannoy has just launched two

new parallel ranges of speakers

which are broadly similar in size and

presentation, but which use different

driver technologies – and they’re both

called Sensys. The mainstream Sensys

range uses more or less conventional

technology except that the tweeters are

in fact SuperTweeters (see below). The

other, more ambitions range is called

Sensys DC. DC stands for Dual Concentric.

The system is a five-way package

based on three different models,

covering each of the Sensys DC models

available to date. Pride of place goes to

the DC2, a 3.5-way floor standing model,

and the rear effects speaker, a three-way

design called the DC1, which can be

thought of as a DC2 chopped off at the

knees. Finally, the DCC centre speaker is

another three-way design. Tannoy is

currently developing a range of

subwoofers, but for now you’ll have to

look to third party suppliers.

TWEET NATURED
In the Sensys DC range, SuperTweeters

are fitted in external pods, which extend

the frequency response to over 50kHz 

(-6dB). This sounds like a convenient

technical response to the extended

frequency range available from DVD-

Audio and SACD. But the original

SuperTweeters were developed before

RATINGS
Highs: Intelligible, vivid tonality,
warm balance and tuneful bass
Lows: Ugly centre, some mild
midband coloration artefacts

Fronts ����1⁄2
Centres ����1⁄2
Rears ����

Overall ����1⁄2

TANNOY’S SENSYS DUAL CONCENTRIC SPEAKER SYSTEM HAS EVIDENTLY 
BEEN DEVELOPED WITH THE REFINED LISTENER IN MIND. AND THAT’S 
WHERE ALVIN GOLD COMES IN...

Awaken your
sensitive side
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The third eye is actually a SuperTweeter

All speakers come with biwire terminal
blocks with a fifth terminal

966mm

Marble, black or rosewood finishes 
are available

The SuperTweeters extend the 
frequency response up to over 50kHz
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